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ABSTRACT 


A knife, fork and spoon are held together magnetically. 
The outside edges of the fork tines correspond to the 
curvature of the spoon bowl, and the tines are curved to 
correspond to the interior of the spoon bowl. The major 
faces of the knife blade are perpendicular to the major 
faces of the knife handle, and the knife blade extends 
between the fork tines toward the longitudinal center- 
line of the spoon bowl. The tip of the knife blade lies 
near the forwardmost edge of the spoon bowl, and the 
cutting edge of the knife blade has a curvature corre- 
sponding to that of the centerline of the spoon bowl. 

11 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures 
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FIGS. 4 and. 5 are transverse sectional views of the 
FLATWARE EATING. UTENSILS nested set of utensils as seen along the lines 4—4 and 

5— 5 in FIG. 3. 

BACKGROUND OF.THE INVENTION 

s DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED 

This invention relates to eating utensils and- is con- . EMBODIMENT 

cemed with a knife of unique construction, a- set of « < r . i 

eating utensils which fit together in a novel manner, and f 1 shows a f e * of uU : nsils mcludin S a knife 2, a 

a set of eating utensils which are held together magnetic fo * 4 an( l a s P? on *' ™ e kn * fc 2 has a flat handJ e 8 with 

ca jj y a forward end which overlies and is connected to a 

The prior art is replete with sets of flatware eating 10 bU ?? c * 0 ' ™\ hand ! e 8 and blade 10 both extend longi- 
utensils which include a knife, fork and spoon or vari- ^T"?. 0 ! * « ^ 6 but » un ,ke conventional knives, 
ous combinations of two such utensils: Representative * c flat bIadc ]° 15 Pedicular to the flat handle 8 so 
descriptions of such sets are found in the patents pres- m no ™ a ^ se ' , th ? ^ 1S vertlcal and the handle 

ently classified by the U.S. Patent and Trademark ; Of- 1C 18 honz 1 ontaJ ' ™* bIade 10 ^ an "PPf edge 12 and a 
flee in Class 30, subclass 147. Commonly, these sets 15 co ™^ v <j»™* ^wer cutting edge 14 which intersect 
have a spoon, a fork which overlies and is nested with at blad ? tJ ? }*' J hc ™ U u ing cd ge " extends rear- 
respect to the spoon and a knife which overlies the fork Wa f dly t0 * p0,nt 18 J ocated ben , eath th * « and it 

and has a flat blade coplanar with its flat handle. Clips, ! S sharpened, serrated or otherwise configured to enable 
bands or other mechanical connections are common^ „ " X * CU } * e ^j*?? 

used to hold these sets together when in a nonuse or 20 ™ e ^ ba fwi ^ " PfT^Wi^ 
storage condition which attracts similar pieces in the handles of the fork 4 

and spoon 6 when the set is nested together as shown in 
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION FIGS. 2-5. The forward portion of the knife handle 8 

In one respect, this invention pertains to a knife struc- M ^ ^i^jT.f 

pendicular to the. generally flat ^handle. This allo ws a ^ fork 4 ha8 a flat handle 26 and an dl ^ 

user to apply a greater cutting force and it facilitates cave forward tion whh three slits 

manipulation o the knife . dunng use. Preferably, a for- which form four P tines 28> ^ fork hand f e 26 contains 

ward portion of the handle over hes and is connected to 35 an inset permanent magnet 30. The spoon 6 has a for- 

he b ade and, concomitantly, at least a rear portion of ward bowl portion 32 ^ a flat haj £ le 34 which jn . 

the blade underlies and is connected to the handle. cludes an inset perm anent magnet 36. One suitable ma- 

In another respect, the invention involves an eating teriaJ for the magnetic pieces 20 , 30 and 36 is an elasto- 

utens.1 se which includes at least a spoon and a knife meric magnetic sheet material which is availabk from 

The handle of the knife is disposed substantially parallel 40 p e rniag Corporation, Shrewsbury, Mass, 

to and above the, handle of the spoon. The knife blade The utensils 2, 4. and 6 are held together in parallel 

has a cutting edge which is directed toward the longitu- stacked relation when not in use by the magnetic attrac- 

dinal centerhne of the spoon bowl and may have a tj on between the pieces 20, 30 and 36 in their handles, 

curvature which corresponds to the curvature of the T he magnets have polarities which cause the handles to 

spoon bowl. The tip of the blade, formed at the intersec- 45 assume a parallel alignment with each other, 

tion of the cutting edge and the upper edge of the blade, Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, it will be observed that 

is located substantially at the forward end of the spoon the utensils, when stacked together, form a very neat, 

bowl. If the set includes a fork positioned between the simple, compact and efficient unit. The convex curva- 

spoon and knife, the knife blade extends between two ture of the fork tines 28 conforms substantially to the 

tines of the fork. The tines are curved to conform sub- 50 concave interior of the spoon bowl 32 and the outside 

stantially to the interior of the spoon bowl, and their edges of the fork tines 28 correspond to the curvature of 

outside edges correspond to the curvature of the edge the edge of the spoon bowl 32. The knife blade 10 ex- 

of the spoon bowl. tends between two of the tines and toward the longitu- 

in another sense, the invention pertains to a set of dinal centerline of the spoon bowl 32. The tip 16 of the 

eating utensils, the handles of which are held together 55 knife blade 10 is located substantially at the forward 

by magnetic means. edge of the spoon bowl 32, and the cutting edge 14 of 

Although the invention may take many forms, the the knife blade substantially corresponds to the curva- 

accompanying drawings and the following text describe ture of the spoon bowl 32. Apart from its simplicity and 

a preferred embodiment thereof. efficiency, this arrangement also introduces an element 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 60 ° f safety ™ there are no P ro J ectin 8 shar P ed 8 es > and tne 

cutting edge of the knife of the knife blade is shielded by 

FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view of a set of the spoon bowl, 
eating utensils constructed according to the invention. Persons familiar with the field of the invention will 

FIG. 2 is a plan view of the utensils of FIG. 1 when appreciate that it may take many forms other than the 
nested together for storage. 65. specific embodiment shown. For example, the interfit- 

FIG. 3 is a partially sectioned clevationa! view of the ting relationship may be used with a different means for 
utensil set shown in FIG. 1 when nested together for holding the utensils together. The knife may, rather 
storage. than having the handle overlying the blade, have the 
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handle connected to the blade by a helically twisted 
section. The fork may be omitted from the eating utensil 
set, or the knife may be used apart from the set shown. 
In fact, the knife itself needn't be an eating utensil as its 
blade/handle relationship is useful in connection with 5 
surgical scalpels and other cutting implements. Mag- 
netic retaining means may be separate from the utensils 
or they may be used for holding together eating utensil 
sets which are otherwise of conventional prior art con- jq 
st ruction. The utensils may be made of a variety of 
materials including pewter, stainless steel, sterling.silver 
or appropriate organic synthetic, polymer plastics, the 
latter being particularly suitable for production of low 
cost disposable or reusable utensil sets. 15 

In view of the many forms which the invention may 
take, it is emphasized that the invention is not limited 
solely to the disclosed embodiment but is embracing of 
modifications thereto and improvements thereof which 
fall within the spirit of the following claims. 20 

I claim: 

1. A knife, comprising a generally flat longitudinally 
extending blade and a generally flat longitudinally ex- 
tending handle, said blade being substantially vertical 2 5 
and being centrally positioned with respect to the longi- 
tudinal centerline of the handle, said handle being sub- 
stantially horizontal and having a width which is sub- 
stantially greater than its thickness, said blade lying 
perpendicular to the generally flat handle and being 30 
provided with a lower cutting edge, said handle having 

a forward portion which overlies and is connected to 
the blade, said blade having at least a rear portion which 
underlies and is connected to the handle. 

2. An eating utensil set which includes a spoon and a 35 
knife, said spoon being provided with a handle and a 
bowl, said knife being provided with a handle and a 
blade, said handles lying in substantially parallel rela- 
tion to each other with the handle of the knife being ^ 
disposed above the handle of the spoon, said knife hav- 
ing a blade which is centrally positioned with respect to 
the longitudinal centerline of the knife handle, said 
blade having a cutting edge which is directed toward 
the longitudinal centerline of the spoon bowl. 45 


4 

3. An eating utensil set according to claim 2 including 
means for holding the handles together in parallel 
stacked relation. 

4. An eating utensil set according to claim 2 or claim 
3 wherein the knife blade extends longitudinally and is 
generally flat, said knife handle extends longitudinally 
and is generally flat with its width being substantially 
greater than its thickness, said knife blade lying perpen- 
dicular to the generally flat knife handle. 

5. An eating utensil set according to claim 2 or claim 
3 wherein the cutting edge of the knife blade has a 
curvature which corresponds to the curvature of the 
bowl of the spoon. 

6. An eating utensil set according to claim 2 or claim 
3 wherein the knife blade has an upper edge which 
intersects said cutting edge at an apex, said apex being 
located substantially at the forward edge of the spoon 
bowl. 

7. An eating utensil set according to claim 2 or claim 
3 which also includes a fork which is provided with a 
handle and a plurality of tines, said tines being posi- 
tioned in the bowl of the spoon, said blade of the knife 
extending between two of the tines. 

8. An eating utensil set according to claim 7 wherein 
the tines are curved to conform substantially to the 
interior of the bowl of the spoon. 

9. An eating utensil set according to claim 7 wherein 
the tines have outside edges which correspond to the 
curvature of the edge of the bowl of the spoon. 

10. An eating utensil set which includes a spoon and 
a knife, said spoon being provided with a handle and a 
bowl, said knife being provided with a handle and a 
blade; said handles lying in substantially parallel rela- 
tion to each other with the handle of the knife being 
disposed above the handle of the spoon, said knife hav- 
ing a blade with a cutting edge which is directed toward 
the longitudinal centerline of the spoon bowl, and mag- 
netic means for holding said handles together in parallel 
stacked relation. 

11. An eating utensil set according to claim 10 which 
also includes a fork which is provided with a handle and 
a plurality of tines, said tines being positioned in the 
bowl of the spoon, said blade of the knife extending 
between two of the tines. 

* * * • * 
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